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U.S. Congress, SMU has graduated such no-
table individuals as: John Tyson, CEO of 
Tyson Foods; former First Lady, Laura Bush; 
Lamar Hunt, founder of the American Football 
League; Harriet Miers, former White House 
Counsel and Supreme Court nominee; James 
Cronin, Nobel Prize winning physicist; Mary 
Ellen Weber, NASA astronaut; and Karen 
Hughes, former Under Secretary of State. 

For these well-known alumni, myself, and 
thousands of former and current students, 
SMU holds a special place in our hearts. 
There is a strong sense of pride amongst the 
SMU community, and the values we learned in 
school have stayed with us throughout our 
lives. We were and always will be SMU Mus-
tangs. 

With an eye towards the next generation, 
SMU is not only celebrating the past, but plan-
ning for the future. This Centennial Celebra-
tion will serve as a time to ensure the next 
hundred years are even more successful than 
the first one hundred. I am confident that 
under President Turner’s leadership, SMU will 
continue to thrive as a center of excellence 
not only for Dallas, but for the world. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ROBERT E. 
CORNEGY, JR. 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Robert E. Cornegy, Jr. 

Robert E. Cornegy, Jr. is the son of the late 
Reverend Dr. Robert E. Cornegy, Sr., Pastor 
of the Mount Calvary Baptist Church in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, and (the late) Ellen 
Journey Cornegy. Both of his parents were ac-
tive members of the church for a quarter of a 
century, and it is their spirit of servant leader-
ship that continues to inspire and guide him. 
Rob is married to his beautiful wife Michelle, 
and he is the father of six wonderful children 
(Robert E. Cornegy III, Nicholas Ethan, Nia 
Imani, Nala Catherine Ellen, Noah and 
N’Kosi). 

As a dedicated and passionate community 
advocate, Rob recognized the needs of the 
community and used his own funds to pur-
chase and rehabilitate a brownstone where he 
created ‘‘The Cornegy Residence’’: an 18-bed 
shelter for men suffering from substance 
abuse and mental health related issues. 

Rob has a long history of service implemen-
tation and delivery focusing on mental health, 
substance abuse, and homelessness. He 
gained valuable hands-on experience by im-
plementing an innovative service-delivery pro-
gram that increased the number of inmates 
serviced dramatically while working at the 
Rikers Island Prison Complex. Rob holds a 
Professional Certificate in the treatment of in-
dividuals suffering from substance abuse 
issues; earned a Bachelor’s degree in Organi-
zational Management and holds a Master’s 
degree in Organizational Leadership from 
Mercy College. He is currently a member of 
Cornerstone Baptist Church and is the former 
Director of the Christopher Wallace memorial 
foundation and Director of the Regional Re-
source Prevention Center for the Children’s 
Aid society. 

Rob is also an adjunct professor of Mar-
keting at Brooklyn College. Rob is a commu-

nity organizer, advocate, and political activist 
with more than 20 years experience working in 
underserved communities around New York. 
He has also worked in various high-capacity 
political roles ranging from Campaign Manager 
to Chief of Staff for numerous elected officials 
in the New York State Assembly and Senate. 
In 2009 Robert ran for City Council for the 
36th District serving Bedford Stuyvesant and 
Crown Heights. Currently, Rob is State Com-
mitteeman/District Leader of the 56th Assem-
bly District serving Bedford Stuyvesant, Crown 
Heights and parts of Bushwick. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize Mr. 
Cornegy for his extraordinary accomplish-
ments and his spirit that reflect the best our 
Nation has to offer. 
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HONORING ROCKY RUN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL’S ‘‘THE LATEST GEN-
ERATION MEETS THE GREATEST 
GENERATION’’ PROGRAM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I recently attended 
a wonderful event at Rocky Run Middle school 
in Chantilly, Virginia. The program brings 
World War II veterans together with 7th grade 
students for one-on-one interviews about the 
veterans’ experiences during war. 

The event was initiated 10 years ago by his-
tory teacher Jamie Sawatzky and for his ef-
forts, he was selected as the Fairfax County 
Public Schools Teacher of the Year. Rocky 
Run Middle School is the only school in the 
region with this type of program. 

The event was attended by 125 World War 
II veterans, representing all branches of the 
Armed Forces and nearly every theater of the 
war. I was touched to hear the recollections 
from so many members of the ‘‘Greatest Gen-
eration’’ who sacrificed so much to protect our 
nation’s freedom. Students got to hear from 
Edward Connor, who served with the U.S. 
Army Air Corps in Papua, New Guinea, and 
Guadalcanal; Lucas Dugan, who served 
aboard a U.S. Navy destroyer in the north At-
lantic guiding supply convoys; Donald Graul, a 
paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne Division 
who parachuted into Normandy on D-Day and 
was captured by the Germans, spending the 
rest of the war in a POW camp, and Richard 
Graff, who marched with the Army through 
France, Belgium, and Holland and met the 
Russian Army at the Elbe River. 

These men, and many more, volunteered 
their time to share their views with today’s stu-
dents. With fewer and fewer World War II vet-
erans still living, I applaud the efforts of these 
and all veterans who share this living history 
and make their memories part of children’s 
learning experience and the historical record. 

I also want to draw attention to the Rocky 
Run students, who recognize the importance 
of learning from previous generations. Know-
ing about one of the most traumatic episodes 
in world history and the sacrifice it required of 
all Americans, these students will have an ap-
preciation of what it takes to preserve our na-
tion’s freedoms. The 7th graders of Rocky 
Run Middle School took on a challenging as-
signment and carried it out in a fashion of 
which we can all be proud. 

There can be no better learning experience 
than combining the knowledge and experience 
of the ‘‘Greatest Generation’’ with the ‘‘Latest 
Generation.’’ I hope schools across America 
can learn from the example of Rock Run Mid-
dle School in Chantilly, Virginia. 
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A TRIBUTE TO ISRAEL 
VELAZQUEZ 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Israel Velazquez. 

As founder and President of Velazquez As-
sociates, Inc., and its subsidiary Velazquez 
Accounting Services, a New York based ac-
counting and nonprofit development consulting 
firm that bears his name, Israel Velazquez has 
worked tirelessly to develop partnerships with 
community leaders, development corporations, 
and other public and private partners. 

For the past thirty years, Mr. Velazquez, 
known as ‘‘Izzy’’ to many, has assembled pub-
lic and private partnerships in the areas of 
local community issues, affordable housing 
and economic development projects in urban 
cities throughout the United States of Amer-
ican and in several Caribbean islands. 

Mr. Velazquez holds a Master’s in Taxation 
from Long Island University in Brooklyn, NY 
and a Bachelor of Science in Accounting and 
Mass Communications from C.U.N.Y., Hunter 
College. In 2009, Mr. Velazquez was des-
ignated an adjunct Professor in the Gates 
Foundation and Warren Buffett Enterprises 
Fellows Program. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in celebrating Mr. Velazquez’s extraor-
dinary achievements. 

f 

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
VARSITY SOCCER TEAM 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding 
achievement of the Liberty Lady Jays Varsity 
Soccer team on defeating Ursuline Academy, 
by a score of 2–1, to win the Class 3 State 
Championship for the second straight season. 

The Lady Jays finished their incredible sea-
son by posting a strong record of 27–3, while 
scoring a total of 147 points and only allowing 
29 points. In the Championship game, they 
finished spectacularly by scoring the winning 
goal with one second left on the clock of the 
first overtime period. The dedication and team-
work displayed by the Lady Jays is impressive 
and evident in their success. 

I want to recognize the great leadership of 
the team, including Head Coach Tom 
Rottjakob and the work of his assistant coach-
es. I also want to recognize the work of the 
school administrators, Superintendent Mike 
Brewer, Principal April Adams, and Athletic Di-
rector Jason Cahill, as additional keys to suc-
cess. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in con-
gratulating the achievement of the Liberty 
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Lady Jays Varsity Soccer Team on winning 
their second consecutive State Championship. 
It is an honor to represent this team in Con-
gress. 

f 

THE STATE OF TEXAS HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following: 

H.R. NO. 1694, RESOLUTION 
Whereas, On September 11, 2001, Osama bin 

Laden, a sworn enemy of the United States 
of America, coordinated a series of mon-
strous and cowardly terrorist attacks that 
resulted in the tragic loss of 2,977 innocent 
lives, leading to an engagement in a war on 
terrorism across many fronts; and 

Whereas, On May 1, 2011, after nearly 10 
years of bin Laden’s evasion of military and 
intelligence forces seeking his capture, 
President Barack Obama declared to the na-
tion and the world that bin Laden had fi-
nally been killed, and that ‘‘Justice has been 
done.’’; and 

Whereas, The president’s patience, leader-
ship, wisdom, and determination have led di-
rectly to the demise of the most wanted man 
in the world and have hardened this nation’s 
resolve to defeat the forces of malevolent fa-
naticism, and by destroying the mastermind 
behind the worst terrorist attack on Amer-
ican soil he has struck a significant and his-
toric blow against Al Qaeda; and 

Whereas, Following the death of the perpe-
trator of the attacks, the family members 
and friends of those who lost their lives in 
the attacks on September 11 are able to 
achieve a greater sense of closure; and 

Whereas, After months of meetings of the 
National Security Council, led by President 
Obama, who directed intelligence officials to 
zero in on bin Laden’s whereabouts, intel-
ligence officials devised and carefully carried 
out a clandestine operation, which had fre-
quently been rehearsed in an effort to mini-
mize casualties, both civilian and military; 
and 

Whereas, As commander-in-chief of our 
great nation, he boldly gave the final author-
ization to commence the operation to brave 
and highly trained members of our nation’s 
armed services; and 

Whereas, Upon hearing the news of bin 
Laden’s elimination, in an impressive show 
of unity and in defiance of the fanatics who 
still today seek to destroy our free way of 
life, jubilant citizens expressed pride in our 
nation and our president by spontaneously 
celebrating the news in cities across the 
country, singing ‘‘The Star Spangled Ban-
ner’’ and loudly chanting ‘‘U-S-A,’’ and 
former presidents Bill Clinton and George W. 
Bush have offered him their congratulations; 
and 

Whereas, Domestically, he has acted with 
both initiative and organizational acumen 
toward the precautionary defense of our citi-
zens and has successfully prevented a ter-
rorist attack on American soil during his 
service to our nation as president; and 

Whereas, Internationally, he has wisely ex-
ercised the use of diplomacy to nurture col-
laborative relationships with other nations, 
which has helped improve the freedom and 
safety of the world’s people; and 

Whereas, President George W. Bush had 
the near universal support of the freedom- 
loving peoples and countries of the world 
after the attacks on September 11, 2001, when 
he famously pledged to defend freedom, 
against fear, saying ‘‘We will not tire, we 
will not falter, and we will not fail,’’ and 

President Obama had the strength and 
wherewithal to see that pledge through to 
fulfillment; and 

Whereas, Legislators in Texas reaffirm the 
solemn creed that we are one nation, under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all, who stand strongly behind the president 
with respect to these several issues as he 
confronts the grave problems of national and 
international security; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the 82nd Legislature of the State of 
Texas hereby congratulate President Obama 
on his proven and successful policies in the 
war on terrorism and in homeland security; 
and, be it further 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the 82nd Legislature of the State of 
Texas hereby commend the intelligence per-
sonnel who diligently and quietly toiled for 
years to uncover the whereabouts of bin 
Laden and whose achievement, while his-
toric, may never be fully known to the pub-
lic; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the 82nd Legislature of the State of 
Texas hereby commend the members of the 
armed forces who successfully and heroically 
carried out an incredibly sensitive mission 
with no military losses and with a minimal 
loss of civilian lives; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the chief clerk of the Texas 
House of Representatives forward official 
copies of this resolution to the president of 
the United States, to the speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the president 
of the Senate of the United States Congress, 
to the governor of Texas, and to all the 
members of the Texas delegation to Congress 
with the request that this resolution be offi-
cially entered in the Congressional Record as 
a memorial to the Congress of the United 
States of America. 

JOE STRAUS, 
Speaker of the House. 

I certify that H.R. No. 1694 was adopted by 
the House on May 2, 2011, by a non-record 
vote. 

ROBERT HANEY, 
Chief Clerk of the House. 
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HONORING RYAN WIST 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ryan Wist. Ryan 
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 692, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Ryan 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Ryan constructed extra 
storage space in the basement of the 
Dillingham-Lewis Museum in Blue Springs, 
Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ryan Wist for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES TURNS 40 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to congratulate 
Southwest Airlines on the 40th anniversary of 
the airline’s first passenger flight on June 18th, 
1971. 

I also commend Herb Kelleher and Rollin 
King who came up with a vision for a low cost 
and quick airline. Together they came up with 
the idea of Southwest Airlines in 1967. Unfor-
tunately, Southwest was forced to hold off on 
its plans as it was being held in litigation for 
three and a half years. 

And on June 18, 1971, Southwest Airlines 
started service among Dallas, Houston and 
San Antonio with three Boeing 737s. Right 
from the start, Kelleher and Southwest empha-
sized the business philosophy of taking care 
of employees first, and they will take care of 
your customers. 

In 1973, when Southwest ran into some fi-
nancial difficulties, they had the choice of ei-
ther letting go of some of their employees or 
selling one of their planes. They sold the 
plane and kept their employees. 

Kelleher infused Southwest’s culture with his 
personal values—humbleness, warmth, sin-
cerity and a care and service of people. If you 
treat people with respect, they will feel valued 
and add their own personality to whatever 
they do. If you empower people at all levels of 
the organization to be able to make decisions, 
you’ll make leaders everywhere. It’s about put-
ting the team first and serving the greater 
good. 

In May 2008, Kelleher stepped down as the 
airline’s Chairman, but stayed on as an ad-
viser and employee. Kelleher, who turned 80 
this year, is chairman emeritus. 

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of the House 
Transportation Subcommittee on Aviation and 
a senior Texan on the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee, I am pleased to 
recognize Southwest Airlines’ great contribu-
tion to the transportation industry. 
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HONORING KYLE DOWELL 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Kyle Dowell. Kyle 
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 692, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Kyle has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kyle has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Kyle 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Kyle constructed 15 duck 
nest boxes for the Jackson County, Missouri, 
Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Kyle Dowell for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
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